# 7 INTRODUCTION TO NETS
DATE GIVEN ______________

Purpose – 

The purpose of any net is to provide a means for orderly communication within a group of stations.

Net Formats – 


Directed (formal) Nets – In a directed net, a “net control station” (NCS) organizes and controls all activity.  One station wishes to call or send a message to another in the net must first receive permission from the NCS.  This is done so that messages with a higher priority will be handled first, and that all messages will be handled in an orderly fashion.  Directed nets are the best format when there are large numbers of member stations.  (Be careful not to confuse “formal nets with “formal messages.”  There is no definite link between the two.  A formal net may handle informal messages, and vice versa.)

Open (informal) Nets – In an open net, the NCS is optional.  Stations may call each other directly.  When and NCS is used at all, he usually exerts minimal control over the net.  The NCS may step in when the message volume increases for short periods, or to solve problems and keep the net operating smoothly.  Open nets are most often used when there are only a few stations and little traffic.  These nets are usually handled by passing the net control around to the other stations in the order they checked into the net.

Type of nets –

Nets may have different purposes, and a given net may require one or more of each type of net.  During a small operation, all functions may be combined into one net.


Traffic Net – A traffic net handles formal written messages in a specified (i.e. ARRL) format.  These nets operated by the National Traffic System (NTS) are an example of traffic nets.  A.R.E.S. or R.A.C.E.S. traffic nets may be directed or open depending on their size.


Tactical  Nets – Tactical nets are used for real-time coordination of activities related to emergencies.  This is a faster moving, often less formal operation.  Messages are usually brief, and frequently unwritten.  A tactical net usually has a NCS, but may be directed or open.  NCS may have other duties or responsibilities as well.


Resource or logistics net – Resource or logistical nets may be needed to acquire resources and volunteers, and handle assignments.  It is usually a directed net.  Resource nets accept check-ins from arriving volunteers, who are then directed to contact an appropriate station or to proceed to a specific location.  It might be used to locate needed resources, such as equipment, food, water, and other supplies for emcomm volunteers.

Information Net – A information net is usually an open net used to collect or share information on a developing situation, without overly restricting the use of the frequency by others.  Net members send updated local information as needed, and official bulletins from served agencies may be sent from NCS (if there is one), an agency liaison station or an Official Bulletin Station (OBS).  The NCS and many of the participating stations monitor the frequency, but a “roll call” is seldom taken and stations may not be expected to check in and out of the net.  The operation of an information net also serves as notice to all stations that a more formal net may be activated at any moment if conditions warrant.  A good example is SKYWARN weather net activated during a severe storm watch.
