# 9 RECORD KEEPING
Date Given __________________

Although the FCC does not require that amateur stations document their operations except for certain specialized occurrences, you can still benefit by keeping an accurate log.  The FCC requires that you record the type of antenna and gain of any antenna other than a dipole that you use on 60 meter band.  This can be recorded in your log or kept on file separately.  The FCC will also assume that you were the control operator for all contacts made from your station unless your log (or some other record) indicates otherwise.

PUBLIC SERVICE EVENTS


Any time you work a public service event you should keep a complete written copy of all of your transmissions.  Copies of this record should be forwarded to the Event Coordinator and the Event Amateur Radio Coordinator and a copy retained for your own records.  These logs may become legal documents if needed for some court proceeding. 
YOUR STATION LOG

A well-kept log will help you preserve your fondest ham radio memories for years.  It will also serve as a bookkeeping system should you embark upon a quest for ham radio awards, or decide to expand your collection of QSL cards.


Many amateurs have decided to computerize their log keeping because of its flexibility and additional features.  There are many excellent computer programs for Amateur Radio logging, including specialized programs for contests and other types of operation.  For a selection of programs, check the ads in QST or try AC6V’s directory Web site at www.ac6v.com/logging.htm.

Many hams still keep a log on paper and a logbook provides a good method for maintaining contact data at your fingertips.


The log entry should include:

1) The call sign of the station worked.

2) The date and time of the QSO.  Always use UTC (Universal Coordinated Time, sometimes also called GMT or Zulu time) when entering the date and time. Use UTC whenever you need a time and date in your ham activities.  The use of UTC helps all hams avoid confusion through conversion to local time.
3) The frequency or frequency band on which the QSO took place.

4) The emission mode used to communicate.

5) Signal reports sent and received.

6) Any miscellaneous data, such as the other operator’s name or 
QTH that you care to record.

The FCC has devised a rather elaborate system of emission designators, but for logging simplicity most hams use the following common abbreviations:


Abbreviation

Explanation


CW


Telegraphy on pure continuous wave


MCW


Tone-modulation telegraphy

SSB


single –sideband suppress carrier


AM, DSB

Double-sideband with full, reduced or suppressed carrier


FAX


Facsimile


FM


Frequency- or phase-modulated telephony


RTTY


Radio-teletype


PSK


PSK31 or similar mode


TV or SSTV

Fast-scan television or slow-scan television

QSLing


The QSL card is the final courtesy of a QSO.  It confirms specific details about your two-way contact with another ham.  Whether you want the other station’s QSL as a memento of an enjoyable QSO or for an operating award, it’s wise to have your own QSL card and know how to fill them out.  That way, when you send your card to the other station, it will result in the desired outcome (a confirming card sent back to you).  And you’ll be ready to respond if the other operator wants a QSL from you.

YOUR QSL

Your QSL card makes a statement about you.  It may also hang in ham radio shacks all over the world.  So you will want to choose carefully the style of QSL that represents you and your station.  There are many QSL vendors listed in the Ham Ads section of QST each month, and others can be found online with your favorite search engine.  A nominal fee will bring you samples from which to choose or you may design and/or print your own style.  The choice is up to you.  
